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Beyond religious and philosophical revaluation, Scho-
penhauer also visualizes a new culture arising out of the
influx cf Eastern ideas and conception of life- A num-
ber of remarks dealing with art, for instance, make it
quite clear that he was ready to respond in the same man-
ner to the artistic sensibility of the East as he had already
responded to Eastern religions. All he had to do was to
apply his 'philosophy' to artistic productions in general,
and especially in India : The less the will is excited/
he says, "the less we suffer. The great masterpieces of
painting have always represented countenances in which
we see the expression of the completest knowledge, \vhich
is not directed to particular things, but has.. .become the
quieter of all will . ? * Again : 'Greek sculpture devotes
itself to the perception, and therefore it is aesthetical.
Indian sculpture devotes itself to the conception, and
therefore it is merely symbolical.'t Symbolism of this
kind could not but appeal to Schopenhauer, and if we re-
member Goethe's 'fear5 of this same symbolism, his in-
ability to grasp the formless and irrational which such a
symbolism implies, we shall realize the fundamental dif-
ference between Schopenhauer's and Goethe's attitude
and response towards India, For Goethe it was never
more than an enlargement and broadening of Western
consciousness, an attempt to enrich and rejuvenate the
civilization of Europe which he considered to be of essen-
tially mediterranean origin; while for Schopenhauer the
discovery of India implied a new wisdom diametrically
opposed to the rationalism of the West, a new attitude to
life, based upon the denial of the will, which was going,

* Quoted in Will Durant, op. cit., p. 369

t The World as Will and Idea, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 309